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The Trump Admin Rolls Back Limits to Toxic Air
Pollution from Power Plants

On Friday, February 20, 2026, the Trump administration announced it is rolling back clean
air regulations that limit mercury and other hazardous pollutants from power plants. The
rollback will lead to greater emissions of mercury, heavy metals, and increase the risk of
cancer, lung, and heart disease for communities living near coal power plants.’

What is the Mercury and Air Toxic Standard?

The Mercury and Air Toxics Standards (MATS) limit mercury and other toxic emissions
from coal- and oil-fired power plants. Section 112 of the Clean Air Act requires EPA to
regulate hazardous air pollutants, including mercury and other toxic metals, from power
plants.

Rollback Timeline?

- 2012: EPA establishes standards regulating mercury and air toxics (MATS).

= 2020: The first Trump EPA conducts a residual risk and technology review and finds
that the 2012 standards did not need to be updated because the standards
provided sufficient safety to public health and the environment.

- 2024: The Biden EPA, as part of its residual risk and technology review, finds that
emissions control technology and methods require updating the 2012 standards.
The Biden EPA introduces and finalizes stricter requirements by:

€ Tightening the filterable particulate matter (fPM) emissions limits

€ Mandating the use of continuous particulate matter monitoring systems.

€ Requiring lignite-fired power plants to meet the same mercury emission
limits as other coal-fired plants.

= 2025: The Trump administration proposes to roll back the 2024 revisions.

-> 2026: The Trump administration finalizes the rollback of the 2024 revisions and
reinstates the 2012 standards.
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What is the Impact on our Health and Well-being? Who Is Most at Risk?

e Coal-fired power plants are a major source of mercury and other toxic air pollutant
emissions.

e Mercury is a powerful toxic pollutant that accumulates in fish and affects humans
and animals that eat fish. Emissions of mercury from power plants end up in our soil
and waterways and lead back to us in concentrated amounts through the food
chain. Even in small quantities, exposure to mercury can cause damage to the
brain, nervous system, kidneys, and liver and lead to neurological and
developmental birth defects. The pollutant is especially harmful to children and
pregnant women. *

e Along with mercury, coal-fired power plants also emit toxins such as arsenic,
chromium, lead, formaldehyde, acid gases, dioxins, and furans. Exposure to these
pollutants can harm the eyes, skin, kidneys, lungs, and the nervous system and lead
to cancer and cardiovascular disease.*

e Low-income communities and communities of color bear a disproportionate share
of the effects of air pollution because they live closer to industrial facilities,
including power plants, and to high traffic areas.

e Studies have repeatedly found that communities with relatively high poverty levels
are more likely to host coal-fired power plants for several reasons, including utility
companies pursuing the path of least resistance®.

e Vulnerable populations—such as children, the elderly, and those with existing
respiratory conditions—are especially at risk of harm from exposure to toxic air
pollution.®

e The 2024 monitoring requirements, which have now been rolled back, would have
led to greater transparency for communities living near sources of toxic air
pollution.

e The rollback represents the rollback of $300 million in health benefits and $130
million in climate benefits.’
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